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Introduction

This syllabi have been developed and approved by the Academic Council of
University of World Economy and Diplomacy (UWED) for the courses offered
within the framework of International Relations, Diplomacy, Political Science,
and related disciplines. It serves as a unified regulatory document governing
the content, structure, and organization of the educational process across
multiple courses in these fields. The approved syllabus applies to
undergraduate courses in areas such as Soft Power Diplomacy, International
Relations Theory, Conflict Studies, Domestic and Foreign Policy, Geostrategic
Risks, Strategic Thinking, and European Union Studies.

The syllabi are mandatory for the following courses within the
undergraduate program:

= Soft Power Diplomacy;

» The European Union in Contemporary International Relations;
= Conflictology;

= Contemporary Theories of International Relations;

» Analysis of Geostrategic Risks;

= Foreign and Domestic Policy;

» Strategic Thinking and Interaction;

» The European Union and Modern International Relations.

Each course corresponds to a particular semester in which the subject is
studied. The program is designed for implementation throughout the
bachelor’s curriculum and establishes unified requirements for the course
structure, objectives of instruction, expected learning outcomes, competencies
to be developed, types of learning activities, and forms of ongoing and final
assessment.

The syllabi aim to ensure a unified academic standard across all courses in
International Relations and Political Science, to create equal and effective
learning opportunities for students, and to promote the development of
analytical, comparative, and strategic competencies. In addition, the program
strengthens students’ understanding of the political, economic, and social
dynamics shaping global and regional affairs while supporting the academic
and international orientation of the University of World Economy and
Diplomacy.

Proficiency in these disciplines is essential for preparing highly qualified
specialists in international relations, diplomacy, law, political analysis, and
economics. Knowledge of these subjects enables students to effectively analyze
domestic and foreign policy processes, conduct research, provide evidence-
based policy recommendations, participate in diplomatic communication,



international negotiations, and conflict resolution, and engage in international
economic and political cooperation. In this regard, the study of these courses
contributes to the developmentof professional competenciesrequired for work
in governmentinstitutions, international organizations, think tanks, diplomatic
missions, and research institutions, thereby supporting the strategic objectives
of UWED in training globally oriented professionals.
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1. Course Description

This course offers a comprehensive and structured introduction to soft
power as akey conceptin contemporary internationalrelations. It examines the
conceptual foundations, historical development, legal frameworks, actors,
resources, and sectors of soft power, before applying these analytical tools to
country case studies and, in particular, to Central Asia and Uzbekistan.

Combining lectures and seminars, the course moves from theory to
practice: students first engage with the definition, measurement, and critique
of soft power, then explore its main sectors (culture, language, education,
science, media, economy, governance), and finally analyze how different states
deploy soft power strategies in Central Asia. The course emphasizes critical
thinking, comparative analysis, and empirical application through discussions,
quizzes, and presentations.

2. Prerequisites
No prerequisites are required for this course.
3. Course Objective

The course "Soft Power Diplomacy" aims to study the strategies and tools
of soft power over a long historical perspective, which states use to achieve
their foreign policy goals through influence and attraction, rather than coercion
or military pressure. The course aims to deepen understanding of the concept
of soft power and its application in international relations. Another aim of the
course is to apply this knowledge to Central Asian case studies.

4. Learning Outcomes
After successful participation in this course, students will be able to:
Subject-specific knowledge:

e [ntroduce students to the concept of soft power and its evolution within
international relations.
Situate soft power within its historical, theoretical, and legal contexts.
Identify and analyze the actors, vectors, and resources of soft power.
Examine the main sectors of soft power, including cultural, linguistic,
educational, scientific, media, economic, and normative dimensions.

e Develop students’ ability to measure and critically assess soft power,
including through indexes and indicators.



e Apply soft power frameworks to comparative country case studies, with
a strong regional focus on Central Asia.

e FEnable students to conduct structured analysis and presentations based
on empirical material and academic literature.

Cross-disciplinary knowledge:

Reflect critically on their own attitudes and actions;

Question their own ideas and the ideas of others;

Deal constructively with criticism;

Deal with complexity;

Work independently (under supervision);

Work constructively in a group to produce results and develop measures
and/or strategies;

Develop new ideas and context-appropriate solutions;

Implement strategies for problem solving;

Present reports, products, or ideas to an audience;

Discuss findings from covered areas with peers, present to academic
audiences, or communicate to people in an understandable manner.

5. Independent Study and Assignments

I. Independent learning is conducted with the aim of deepening
students’ knowledge ofthe course and includes individual study of the core and
supplementary literature required for case analysis and project work. The main
requirements for students’ independent learning are as follows:
(1) analysis of the provided cases and preparation of a SWOT analysis;
(2) assessment of assignments is based on: independence, creativity (analytical
approach, idea generation, originality in problem formulation, and focus on
problem-solving), and the sound justification of proposed solutions; (3)
writing style (overall academic literacy ensuring clarity and ease of
comprehension); (4) logical structure and coherence of presentation.

II. Students are required to complete independent assignments (7)
in the form of individual tasks by the specified deadlines. These include: case
study analysis; compilation of a terminological glossary for new forms of
diplomacy (30 terms); use of social media in diplomacy (student
presentations); analysis of the social media pages of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and its diplomatic missions abroad (comparative analysis); SWOT
analysis; and an individual project assignment.

Students must submit all assignments on time. Resubmission of missed
assignments is not permitted.
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1. Course Description

This course is an introduction to the principal concepts, issues, and theoretical
debates within the field of International Relations. The students will learn the
major theories and scholarly approaches of the theory of international
relations. The conceptual drive of this course is to analyze the diversity of
theories that attempt to explain inter-state relations and international events.
This course will enhance students' awareness of the theories of international
relations and at the same time will develop students' critical thinking with
respectto both internationaldevelopmentsand theories that attempt to explain
them. For those students with previous knowledge of the theories of
internationalrelations, this course will offer new interpretations of the theories
in light of new developments in the international arena.

Content What is the structure of International Relations in the contemporary
world? Are international relations anarchically or hierarchically ordered? Does
self-interest dominate international relations or do laws, values and ideals
matter? Is war between states inevitable? Or can states organize themselves
institutionally - regionally and /or multilaterally - to address global problems?
What is the changing nature of conflict in the international system, and what
are the prospects for human rights? This course will address these issues by
examining the different approaches used by scholars in the International
Relations disciplineand how these explain key issues in International Relations.

Language of instruction: English

Semester: Autumn

2. Course Prerequisites

No course prerequisites

3. Course Objectives

The ultimate objectives of this course are:

edemonstrate a critical understanding of the core theories and concepts of
international

relations.



demonstrate a critical understanding of the core issues of international
relations.

edevelop students' capacity for critical engagement with texts and other
sources of

information.
know how to prepare and structure an essay that is cohesive and persuasive.
know how to conduct social research.

critically apply theoretical ideas to empirical data.

4. Learning Outcomes

Foundational Understanding of IR Theories:
Learn the core theoretical frameworks of IR, including Realism, Liberalism,
Constructivism, Marxism, and Feminism.

Explore the historical development of IR theories and how they have shaped
the field.

Analytical Skills:

Develop the ability to critically analyze global events and policies through
different

theoretical lenses.

oEnhance critical thinking by evaluating the strengths and limitations of
various IR

theories.
Application of Theories to Current Events:
Apply theoretical knowledge to real-world issues such as conflict, diplomacy,
international organizations, and global governance.
Engage with case studies that illustrate the practical relevance of IR theories.
Comparative Analysis

Compare and contrast different IR theories to understand their diverse
perspectives on global politics.



 Learn to identify and articulate the underlying assumptions of various
IR theories.

Research and Writing Skills:

Strengthen research skills by conducting theoretical analysis and
literature reviews in IR. Improve academic writing by crafting well-argued
essays that engage with theoretical debates in IR.

Global Perspective:

Gain abroaderunderstandingof international relations by exploringhow
differentregions and cultures influence and are influenced by global dynamics.
Understand the impact of global power structures and the role of non-state
actors in international relations.

Preparation for Advanced Study and Careers:

Build a strong theoretical foundation for advanced studies in
international relations, political science, or related fields. Equip students with
the analytical tools needed for careers in diplomacy, international
organizations, policy analysis, or academia.

Engagement in Debates and Discussions:

Participate in debates and discussions that challenge conventional
wisdom and encourage diverse viewpoints. Develop the ability to articulate and
defend theoretical positions in both oral and written forms.

Ethical and Normative Considerations:

Explore the ethical implications of different IR theories and their impact on
global justice, human rights, and international law. Reflect on the normative
aspects of global governance and the role of moral values in international
politics.

5. Independent Learning and Tasks

Active Participation:

. Regular attendance and active participation in lectures, seminars, and
discussions.
. Contribute thoughtfully to class debates, demonstrating an

understanding of the readings and the ability to apply theories to current
events.



Reading and Preparation:

. Complete all assigned readings before each class to be prepared for
discussions.
. Engage critically with the literature, identifying key arguments,

theoretical frameworks, and their implications for international relations.
Assignments and Assessments
Written Assignments:

. Submit essays, research papers, or other written assignments that
demonstrate a deep understanding of IR theories.

. Develop well-structured arguments, supported by evidence from the
readings and additional research.

. Adhere to academic standards for citations and references, avoiding
plagiarism.

Presentations:

. Deliver presentations on selected topics or case studies, showing the

ability to apply IR theories to specific global issues.

. Work effectively in groups (if required), contributing equally and
responsibly to collaborative projects.

Critical Thinking and Analysis

Theoretical Application:

Apply IR theories to analyze and interpret global events, policies, and trends.
Critical Reflection:

. Critically reflect on the assumptions, implications, and real-world
relevance of different IR theories.

. Challenge conventional thinking and explore alternative perspectives in
international relations.

Research and Independent Study
Independent Research:

. Conductindependentresearchto supplementcourse materials, exploring
additional scholarly sources and perspectives.

. Develop original research questions and hypotheses related to IR
theories, if required for term papers or projects.



Continuous Learning:

. Stay informed about current global events and trends, integrating them
into classroom discussions and assignments.

. Seek opportunities to further engage with the subject matter through
extracurricular activities, such as attending relevant talks, conferences, or
workshops.

Professional and Academic Integrity
Research and Writing Skills:

. Improve research and academic writing skills, including the ability to
formulate clear arguments and use evidence effectively.

. Develop the ability to write in a clear, concise, and persuasive manner;
suitable for academic and professional contexts.

Analytical and Critical Thinking Skills:

. Enhance analytical skills by critically evaluating different theoretical
perspectives and their implications.

. Strengthen the ability to think independently and to question established
norms and assumptions in international relations.

Final Project or Thesis (if applicable)
Capstone Project:

. If a final project or thesis is part of the course, students are expected to
develop a substantial piece of work that integrates theoretical knowledge with
original research.

. Demonstrate the ability to independently conductresearch, analyze data,
and present findings in a coherent and academically rigorous manner.
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1. Course Description

Conflict studies, being one of the most important areas of political science, is
highly relevant in today’s global order. Political science, as well as political
sociology and psychology, focuses on the study of conflicts at both societal and
individual levels. For political scientists specializing in international relations,
this subject is particularly valuable, as it examines conflicts at interstate,
regional, and global levels. The course is relevant for understanding scientific
methodology and the conflict potential of differentregions of the world. Within
this course, students will have the opportunity to become closely acquainted
with the methodology of the discipline, the theoretical approaches of political
scientists, examples from international affairs, and the factors influencing
conflict situations on the global stage.

2. Course Prerequisites

The prerequisites for the course include subjects such as Theory of
International Relations and Geopolitics.

3. Course Objectives

The purpose of the course “Soft Power Diplomacy” is to study the strategies and
instruments that states use to achieve their foreign policy goals through
influence and attraction rather than coercion or military pressure. The course
is aimed at deepening the understanding of the concept of “soft power” and its
application in international relations.

4. Learning Outcomes
Upon completing the course, students will:

1. Explain and understand the causal relationships behind the emergence
of conflicts
of an international nature.

2. Become familiar with and apply conflictology methods when studying
conflict-prone
situations.

3. Know the main theories and concepts of the discipline and understand
their practical applications.

5. Independent Learning and Tasks



I. Independentstudy is carried out to deepen students’ knowledge of the course
and includes individual work with primary and supplementary literature
necessary for case analysis and project work.

The main requirements for students’ independent study are:
Analysis of the provided cases and a SWOT analysis;

Evaluation criteria include: independence, creativity (analytical approach, idea
generation, novelty in problem-setting, attention to problem solving), and the
justification of proposed approaches;

Style requirements: general literacy ensuring clarity and ease of understanding

Coherent and logical presentation.

II. Students complete seven (7) independent assignments in the form of
individual tasks by the specified deadline.

These include: analysis of a thematic case study, compilation of a
terminological glossary, application of modern approaches to the study of
international relations in South Asia, and analysis of the foreign policy
strategies of the region’s leading countries.

Students must submit all assignments on time. Resubmission of missed
assignments is not allowed.
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1. Course Description

This course introduces the idea that domestic politics is an important
componentof states’ foreign policy. The discipline providesan internal political
explanation for the selection of a country’s foreign policy. The course develops
a broad understanding of the systemic theory of foreign policy, the systemic
theory of international politics, and foreign policy theory.

Language of instruction: Russian, Uzbek, English.

Term: Fall

2. Course Prerequisites

The prerequisites for this course include subjects such as Theory of
International Relations and Geopolitics.

3. Course Objective

To train highly qualified expert analysts who understand the factors of
contemporary domestic and foreign political processes affecting national and
global security.

4. Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, students will acquire the following
skills:

1. To know and understand the domestic political processes that shape
foreign policy;

2. To identify the latest trends in the development of theoretical
approaches, concepts, and expert-analytical knowledge in the field of domestic
and foreign policy studies.



3. To apply methods for analyzing and selecting factual materials from
current information sources;

4. To analyze and correlate policy documents on a country's domestic and
foreign policy issues

5. To analyze contemporary political processes in the world, international
political and economic relations, and a country's domestic and foreign policy.

5. Independent study and independent work

Independent work is carried out to deepen students’ knowledge in this
subject and involves individual study of the main and supplementary literature
necessary for writing an essay based on pre-selected materials.

The main requirements for this form of independentwork for students are
as follows: (1) Write an essay based on the literature provided for independent
study; (2) The evaluation of the work will take into account: independence,
creativity (analytical approach, idea development, originality in problem
formulation, focus on problem-solving), and the validity of the proposed
recommendations. (3) Stylistics: overall literacy and clarity /readability of the
text; (4) Essaylength:4-5 pages, 1.5 line spacing, fontsize 14, computer-typed;
(5) Consistency of the presentation.

The student must complete fiveindependenttasks individually and submit
them on time. These tasks may include: identifying the fundamentals of a
political problem, selecting methodology, methods, and research techniques
based on practical research, conducting event analysis, content analysis,
structural analysis, carrying out field studies, preparing analytical materials,
and presenting results through video or poster presentations, etc.

Students must submit all assignments on time. Late submissions will not be
accepted or allowed for resubmission.
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1. Course Description

During the course, students become familiar with the methodological
approaches for identifying, classifying, and practically analyzing geostrategic
risks. The course develops a broad understanding of geostrategic threats,
providing knowledge on political risks, risk management systems, and the
evolution of threats under the influence of information and communication
technologies.

Language of instruction: Russian, Uzbek, English.
Semestr: Fall.

2. Course Prerequisites

The prerequisites for this course include subjects such as Theory of
International Relations, Geopolitics, and Economic Theory.

3. Course Objective

To train highly qualified expert analysts who understand the risks posed
by contemporary economic and political processes to national and global
security

4. Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, students will acquire the
following skills::

1. Understanding the essence of the main categories of risks and their
interrelations;

2. ldentifying, analyzing, and classifying political, economic, social, and
technological risks in geostrategy, as well as developing proposals to minimize
them;

3.Applying methods for analyzing and measuring geopolitical risks in
managerial decision-making;

4. Conducting risk analysis of conflicts;

5.Applyingcountryrisk assessment methodologies and preparing country
risk ratings;



6. Utilizing acquired knowledge and skills to analyze geostrategic risks in
different world regions and to develop recommendations for decision-making.

5. Independent study and independent work

I. Independent workis carried out to deepen students’ knowledge in this
subject and involves individual study of the main and supplementary literature
necessary to write an essay based on pre-selected materials.

The main requirements for this form of independentwork for students are
as follows: (1) Writing an essay based on the literature provided for
independent study; (2) Evaluation of the work considers the following
independence, creativity (analytical approach, idea formation, novelty in
problem formulation, focus on problem-solving), and the validity of proposed
recommendations; (3) Stylistics (overall literacy, clarity and readability of the
text); (4) Essay length: 4-5 pages, 1.5 line spacing, font size 14, computer-
typed; (5) Consistency of the presentation.

The student must complete five independent tasks individually and
submit them on time. These tasks may include: identifying the fundamentals of
a political problem, selecting methodology, methods, and research techniques
based on practical research, conducting event analysis, content analysis,
structural analysis, carrying out field studies, preparing analytical materials,
and presenting results through video or poster presentations, etc.

Students must submit all assignments on time. Late submissions will not be
accepted or allowed for resubmission.
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1. Course Description
Within the framework of this course, an idea will be given that domestic
policy is an important part of explaining the foreign policy of states. This
discipline introduces the domestic political explanation of the foreign policy
choice of the state. The course forms a broad view of the systemic theory of
foreign policy, the features of the systemic theory of international politics and
the theory of foreign policy.

2. Course Prerequisites
Prerequisites are not required for this discipline.

3. Course Objectives
The course aims to study the basics and mechanisms of formation and
implementation of public policy both in the domesticarenaand in international
relations. The course is aimed at deepening the understanding of theoretical
and practical aspects of politics, analyzing the key factors influencing political
decisions, and assessing their consequences for society and the state.

4. Course Outcomes
After taking this course, the student will be able to:

* Know and understand the internal political processes shaping foreign
policy;

» [dentify the latest trends in the development of theoretical approaches,
concepts and expert analytical knowledge in the field of domestic and
foreign policy research.

» Apply methods of analysis and selection of factual material from current
information;

* Analyze and correlate policy documents on the problems of domestic
and foreign policy of the country;

= Analyze modern political processes in the world, international political
and economic relations, domestic and foreign policy of the country.

5. Independent Learning and Tasks

I. Self-study is conducted in order to deepen students’ knowledge of the
course and includes an individual study of the basic and additional literature
necessary for case analysis and project work.



The main requirements for students' independent learning are: (1)
analysis of the above cases and SWOT analysis; (2) when evaluating tasks, the
followingare taken into account: independence, creativity (analyticalapproach,
generation of ideas, novelty of problem setting, attention to problem solving),
validity of the proposed rules; (3) stylistics (general literacy, ensuring ease of
understanding texts); (4) the sequence of presentation.

II. Students complete independent assignments (5) in the form of
individual assignments no later than the specified deadline (analysis of a case
study, student presentations, comparative analysis, SWOT analysis, individual
project work and quizzes.

Students must complete all assignments on time. Resending missed tasks
is prohibited.
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1.Course Description

This course examines the principles and practices of strategic thinking and
interaction in international relations, diplomacy, business, and social life.
Students will learn to analyze complex situations, anticipate the behavior of
others, and design strategies that maximize the likelihood of success. The
course integrates game theory, negotiation analysis, and strategic
communication with case studies from history, politics, and business. Special
emphasis is placed on Thomas Schelling’s approach to strategic interaction,
cooperation and conflict dynamics, and the ethics of strategy. Students will
strengthen skills in negotiation, persuasion, and decision-making through
lectures, discussions, case studies, simulations, and role-playing.

2. Course Prerequisites

Foreign policy and domestic policy, International Relations.

3.Course Objectives

By the end of the course, students will:

e Understand and apply foundational models of strategic thinking.

e Employ game theory to analyze interactions in international politics,
diplomacy, and business.

o Evaluate strategic choices in competitive and cooperative contexts.

e Integrate ethical and cultural perspectives into strategy.

e Strengthen practical skills in negotiation, persuasion, and strategic
communication.

4. Learning Outcomes

Upon completing the course, students will be able to:

e Apply game-theoretic and strategic models to analyze international and
organizational cases.



e Producea policy memo analyzinga currentinternational or diplomaticissue
using game theory framework.

e Demonstrate negotiation and persuasion skills in simulations and case
studies.

e Assess ethical, cultural, and psychological factors shaping strategic behavior.

e Design and defend effective strategies in written and oral formats.

5. Independent Learning and Tasks

I. Self-study is conducted in order to deepen students’ knowledge of the
course and includes an individual study of the basic and additional literature
necessary for case analysis and project work.

The main requirements for students' independent learning are: (1)
analysis of the above cases and SWOT analysis; (2) when evaluating tasks, the
followingare taken intoaccount: independence, creativity (analytical approach,
generation of ideas, novelty of problem setting, attention to problem solving),
validity of the proposed rules; (3) stylistics (general literacy, ensuring ease of
understanding texts); (4) the sequence of presentation.

II. Students complete independent assignments (5) in the form of
individual assignments no later than the specified deadline (analysis of a case
study, student presentations, comparative analysis, SWOT analysis, individual
project work and quizzes.

Students must complete all assignments on time. Resending missed tasks
is prohibited.
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1. Course Description

This course is dedicated to studying the European Union (EU) and its role in
regional and global international relations. The course aims to develop
students’ knowledge and skills regarding the key aspects of European
integration and EU activities, fostering an understanding of the EU’s
significance as an actor in the contemporary international relations system. It
helps students examine European integration issues in the context of global
trends, develop the ability to proficiently use modern theories and concepts,
and familiarize them with the EU’s place and role in contemporary
international relations.

2. Course Prerequisites

Foreign policy and domestic policy, International Relations.

3. Course Objectives

The course aims to teach students about the EU’s structure and operations, its
evolution, formal and informal interactions between member states and EU
institutions, the formation and development of integration ties within the EU,
contemporary European evolution, the impact of negative factors
(nationalism, separatism, socio-economic challenges, etc.) on EU processes,
the slowdown of European regional integration, and the EU’s overall role in
global affairs.

The course seeks to provide students with foundational knowledge about the
EU and ensure a deep understanding of the subject’s conceptual framework,
its practical application, and foster the ability to critically evaluate events and
phenomena in contemporary international political processes.

4. Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to:

1. Understand and explain the issues and main stages of European
integration, the nature of relations between the EU, global regions, and
countries, and the EU’s role in the contemporary international relations
system.

2. Understand the specific features of the EU’s activities as a participant in



international relations, possess basic knowledge of modern European
integration history, and have an understanding of political processes in
contemporary Europe.

3. Collectinformation about the EU and its political and economic
processes using open sources.

4. Form independent and substantiated conclusions about events in
international politics.

5. Independent Learning and Tasks

I. Independentlearning is conducted with the aim of deepening students'
knowledge of the course and includes individual study of the main and
additional literature necessary for writing assignments and lecture
participation.

a. The main requirements for students' independent learning are:
analysis of the provided cases and SWOT-analysis; (2) when
evaluating assignments, the following are considered:
independence, creativity (analytical approach, generation of ideas,
novelty of task setting, attention to problem solving), justification
of proposed rules; (3) style (overall literacy, ensuring ease of
understanding texts);

II. Key requirements for exams and essays include: (1) Demonstrate a
conceptual understanding of core concepts based on the readings and
lectures/seminars (2) Critical and independent thinking (3) Fully
answering the promptand remaining on topic, and (4) Acad emic writing
style and adherence to format (grammar, spelling, proper citations).

For all writing assignments: 1-inch margins, Times New Roman 12-pointfont,
double-spaced.

Students must submit all assignments on time. Resubmission of missed
assignments is prohibited.






