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1. Course Description 

 

The course introduces students to core concepts in peace and conflict 
studies, with a focus on conflict resolution and peacebuilding in conflict-
afflicted and post-conflict societies. The course critically assesses the 
achievements and shortcomings of liberal peacebuilding, the dominant 
paradigm, while exploring its critiques and alternative approaches through 
case studies in the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. Key topics include 
foundational concepts such as interstate and intrastate conflict, negative and 
positive peace, and democratic peace theory. The course examines 
international-level peacebuilding efforts, such as Western interventions, UN 
peacekeeping missions, and international criminal law, alongside alternative 
models challenging the status quo. It then moves to the local level, exploring 
person-to-person peacebuilding through memorialization, intergroup 
relationship-building, and dialogue interactions, and how different actors 
interact in societies after violent conflict. Through a comparative lens, the 
course evaluates the impact of these diverse peacebuilding strategies on 
political and social institutions, drawing on critical peace and conflict studies 
and perspectives from scholars with direct experience in peacebuilding 
practice. 

 
2. Course Prerequisites 

Bachelor’s degree in a related field (international law, political science, history, 
comparative politics, etc.). 

 
3. Course Objectives 

The objectives of this course are: 

1. Discuss dominant peacebuilding approaches from the international and 
local level. 

2. Identify the successes and failures of past peacebuilding efforts through 
case studies. 

3. Critically assess “peacebuilding” through theoretical and practical lens. 
4. Engage in the academic debates in liberal peacebuilding and alternative 

forms of peacebuilding. 
5. Discuss the long-term impacts of local and international peacebuilding 

efforts in societies after violent conflict. 

 



4. Learning Outcomes 
 

Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

1. Know and explain key concepts and perspectives in peace and conflict 
studies. 

2. Conduct comprehensive analyses of international peacebuilding and 
identify the main causes of successes and failures. 

3. Understand how different actors engage in post-conflict environments, 
stated goals, and long-term outcomes. 

4. Possess practical skills in person-to-person peacebuilding and ways to 
implement these skills in interpersonal relationships. 

5. Exams and Assignments 
 

Key requirements for exams and essays include: (1) Demonstrate a conceptual 
understanding of core concepts based on the readings and lectures/seminars 
(2) Critical and independent thinking (3) Fully answering the prompt and 
remaining on topic, and (4) Academic writing style and adherence to format 
(grammar, spelling, proper citations).  
 
For all essays: 3-5 pages, 1-inch margins, Times New Roman 12-point font, 
double-spaced. 

All assignments must be submitted on time. Resubmission of missed assignments 
is not permitted. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
1. Course Description 



The course “Geopolitics of Water Resources” is aimed at developing in 
students a comprehensive understanding of the distribution of water 
resources across regions, the importance of water for life and the economy, as 
well as the conflicts and cooperation associated with their use (for example, 
transboundary rivers and water resource management).. 

2. Course Prerequisites 
The prerequisites for the course include subjects such as Theory of 
International Relations and Geopolitics. 

 
3. Course Objectives 

The purpose of the course “Geopolitics of Water Resources” is to study the 
geopolitics of water resources at the global, international–regional, and 
national levels. 
 

4. Learning Outcomes 
Upon completing the course, students will:  

1. Have an understanding of the characteristics of water resource 
distribution and the key related issues on the international agenda; 

2. Understand the evolution of water resource management; 
3. Be able to conduct independent research in the field of the geopolitics of 

water resources; 
4. Analyze the water resource geopolitics of different countries; 
5. Identify the relevant methods and instruments used by a particular 

country. 
 

5. Independent Learning and Tasks 
 
Students must submit all their assignments before the deadline. 
Resubmissions or make-up work are not provided. All assignments (30%) will 
include an analysis of specific issues that must be prepared independently and 
discussed in class. They must be completed by the specified deadlines. 
Detailed assessment criteria for the assignments will be uploaded to the 
UWED–Moodle platform. Students must write two academic reports (30%) on 
a topic they have chosen and had approved by the lecturer. If the topic has not 
been approved by the lecturer, the student cannot receive more than 20% for 
the work. Violation of ethical rules is strictly prohibited. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 


